RICHARD MILLE
ALULA DESERT POLO
11 - 12 FEBRUARY 2022
EVENT BROCHURE

Carvings on the sandstone rock face show
humanity’s relationship with equestrian, making
AlUla Desert Polo a fitting home for Saudi
Arabia’s past as well as a guiding light towards its
new sporting future.
Follow in the footsteps of ancient tribes who first
tamed wild horses in order to travel vast distances
in the spirit of exploration, trade and curiosity.
Richard Mille AlUla Desert Polo is the modern
embodiment of generations of harnessed equine
grace and athleticism and a true evolution in the
sport.
Taking place as part of the annual Winter at
Tantora cultural festival, this unique event is a
new concept in the sport placing the spectator
at the heart of the action where heritage, culture
and hospitality converge.
AlUla lets you walk in the shadows of 2,000 years
of human history and discover a true ancient
wonder in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia while
enjoying an action-packed sporting spectacle
with all the comfort and luxury associated with
the ‘Sport of Kings’.

ABOUT THE EVENT
Richard Mille AlUla Desert Polo is the only
modern polo tournament in the world to
be staged in a desert environment and is
also the first official polo tournament to
take place under the banner of the newlyformed Saudi Polo Federation. Now in
its second edition, AlUla Desert Polo is a
key component of the Royal Commission
for AlUla’s equestrian commitment to
reinforce Saudi Arabia’s long-held historic
ties to horsemanship heritage, culture
and the arts.
A tournament of this stature demands a
special venue and the unspoiled beauty
of AlUla offers provides a unique and
breath-taking natural stage for such a
distinguished and exciting event. Desert
Polo spotlights the unexplored insight
into over 2,000 years of human history at
the site, encourages sustainable tourism
to the region and provides the platform
for arts and culture to develop within the
local community.
Organised by the Royal Commission
for AlUla in partnership with the Saudi
Polo Federation, Desert Polo is one of
the highlights of the Winter at Tantora
festival. The very first music and cultural
festival in the Kingdom returns to AlUla
this December. The new six-week format
runs from 21 December to 12 February
and features an exciting curated program
of international music, equestrian and
gastronomy.
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ABOUT WINTER AT TANTORA
The Winter at Tantora Festival celebrates AlUla as the
cradle of the region’s culture and a vital stop on the
Incense Route that brought together people, cultures
and traditions. Running from December 21 to March 30,
Winter at Tantora will showcase the very best in regional
and international music, art and culture, connecting East
with West, just as AlUla has done for thousands for years.
The festival starts with a Candlelit Symphonic Concert,
held at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Hegra, and will
also feature equestrian activities including the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques Endurance Race, AlUla Desert
Polo and the haute couture horse fashion event, Ikmah
Fashion Calvary. The Citrus festival will showcase the
region’s produce, as well as spectacular sunrise and sunset
views from the Harrat Uwayrid volcanic field, along with
immersive live shows held in the AlUla Old Town.

ABOUT EQUESTRIAN IN ALULA
Arabia is the ancestral homeland of horses. AlUla’s
landscapes have been traversed by horsemen since
ancient times, as evidenced in stories passed down
generations and visible in the rock art. Horses are part of
AlUla’s millennia of history and identity. The experience
of horseback riding amongst the desert splendour, the
unique rock formations, retracing the trails and valleys
of past civilisations, will create unforgettable memories.
Every stone and every view has a story to tell, every valley
invites us to explore. The vision of the equestrian sector is
to make AlUla a unique destination to enjoy a living horse
experience tailored around heritage and the beauty of the
landscapes. AlUla aims to be a must-do destination for
any horse enthusiast in the region.

EVENT PROGRAM
DESERT POLO GAME DAY 1
11 FEBRUARY 2022

DESERT POLO GAME DAY 2
12 FEBRUARY 2022

02:00 PM

01:00 PM

VIP Hospitality opens
/ Red Carpet arrival

VIP Hospitality opens
/ Red Carpet arrival

03:00 PM

02:00 PM

Polo Game 1

Polo Game 3

05:00 PM

04:00 PM

Polo Game 2

Polo Game 4

06:15 PM

04:30 PM

Saudi Equestrain Show

Saudi Equestrain Show

08:00 PM

07:00 PM

VIP Hospitality Closes

VIP Hospitality Closes

LA DOLFINA AND INVITED PLAYERS
Richard Mille AlUla Desert Polo will see four teams clash in a specially-designed arena within
the natural rock formations with players drawn from the invited patrons and professional
players from the global polo community.
The Argentine Open Champions, La Dolfina Saudi, known as ‘a perfect team’ and the best
team in the world, have confirmed their participation. Adolfo Cambiaso, David (Pelón) Stirling,
Pablo Mac Donough and Juan Martín Nero, all 10-goal handicap players in their own right
will be leading one team each at this year’s Desert Polo.
The remaining players include members of Royal families and leading regional polo patrons.

STARRING LA DOLFINA POLO TEAM

ADOLFO CAMBIASO

JUAN M NERO

PABLO MACDONOUGH

DAVID STIRLING

ABOUT SAUDI POLO FEDERATION
The Saudi Polo Federation (SPF) was established in July
2018 as a means of developing the sport across The
Kingdom and establishing international best practice
from grass roots to elite levels.
Aligned with key government stakeholders such as the
Ministry of Sports and the Saudi Olympic Committee,
the SPF works to further establish Saudi polo in a global
context, continuing the work already undertaken by
Saudi’s private polo patrons on the international stage.
The SPF seeks to encourage the sport among young
Saudi men and women in accordance with the goals set
out in the Kingdom’s Vision 2030, while reflecting the
transformational journey taking place in Saudi Arabia.
@SaudiPolo #SaudiPolo

GETTING TO ALULA
FLIGHTS
Daily flights from/to Dammam, Jeddah and Riyadh.
Every Thursday and Saturday from/to Kuwait
Every Friday from/to Dubai
PRIVATE JET
AlUla International Airport includes a luxury terminal that can
accommodate private jets arriving domestically and internationally.
The airport is located 25 kilometers from Al Ula town.
VISA
Applying for a tourist visa to Saudi Arabia is easy. If you are from
one of the 49 eligible countries, you can apply through the eVisa
website. The eVisa is a one-year, multiple entry visa, allowing
tourists to spend up to 90 days in the country. Apply on visa.
visitsaudi.com (If your country is not on the list contact the nearest
Saudi Arabia Embassy

HOW TO BOOK
Travel packages can be purchased from:
Zahid Travel info@zahidtravel.com
Alboraq info@alboraq.com.sa
Quintessentially Travel alula@ttpanther.com
Activities Tickets can be purchased from:
ExperienceAlUla.com

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT EXPERIENCEALULA.COM
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www.experiencealula.com

